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Welcome

The Word was made Flesh.... John 1:14

Mystery Mays were the picture books of the Bible
story In Medieval times, staged for the
enlightenment of the local community, few of whom
were able to read or write. They were performed In
Chester at festival time, normally Whitsuntide, by
craftsmen of the local guilds who built pageant waggons and scenery and
wearing bold costumes, played out the biblical stories amid the crowded
streets.

Such is the scenario we recall for you today in this latest production of the
Chester Mystery Plays, one of the original, and certainly most complete of
Britain's medieval cydes.

It would be difficult, although not quite impossible, to re-enact the plays in
their original style, dragging carts through crowded city streets. Yet this revival
has much in common with the first performances. Whilst under professional
direction, most of the players, are, like those of medieval times, people drawn
from all parts of the community, Chester, Cheshire, North Wales and the Wirral,
who earn their livings in almost every profession except the theatre and we are
greatly Indebted to them for their commitment, devotion and loyalty to this
production.

The 300 school children also taking part will never forget the experience and
excitement of appearing In the Mystery Plays and some will return year after
year as indeed | have myself. Moreover, today’s performances are produced
by a voluntary team of local enthusiasts who have raised the financial means,
with the support of Arts Council England, Cheshire County Councl, the
professions, commerce and industry in and around Chester as well as other
organisations from much further afield. In addition the Plays come to you
through the active encouragement and support of today’s City Council to
whom we shall be eternally grateful and with the warm collaboration of the
Dean and the Chapter of Chester Cathedral who once again so generously
provide our beautiful setting.

Finally you, the 21st century audience are, like your predecessors, drawn from
both within and around the local community whilst now sharing the
experience with the many hundreds of visitors to this ancient city, In which we
have so much pride.

It Is, therefore, my great pleasure on behalf of the directors and the entire
company, to welcome you most warmly to Chester Cathedral Green with the
knowledge that you are about to witness a rare symbol of Chester's proud
heritage.

Jo Sykes

Chairman of the Board, Chester Mystery Plays 2008
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Welcome ‘ U ofche

2008 Chester

The annual re-enactment of Christ's Passion at Nt MySfCry Plays
Oberamegau is possibly the only surviving remnant '
of the medieval Mystery Plays in continental Europe.
Here In England, the tradition was preserved in
Wakefield. York, and Chester.

Mrs Penelope Allen

Mr Mark Hassall

Mr & Mrs Mann

Mrs Jan Dewhirst

The original reason for the Mystery Plays Is quickly Mr Peter Speirs

stated: in the Middle Ages, few people could read the Latin Bible and so were Dr & Mrs A Campbell
ignorant of the key Bible stories, The answer to the problem was the presen- Mrs Shella Little & family
tation of the storles as a series of mini-plays In a City Pageant which passed Mrs Janet Vokes

through the streets; combining comedy, spectacle, pathos, drama, activity, Mrs C M Bushell

colour and music. Perhaps the nearest equivalent is the highly successful musi- Mr D & Mrs M Cashin

cal, Jesus Christ Superstar! Mr AF & Mrs | MP M Kemp
_ Mrs Lyn Hillis

The Chester Cycle of Mystery Plays included some 25 mini-plays, beginning Mr Kevin Catchpole

with the Fall of Lucifer and ending with Our Lady’s Assumption. Each mini- Mrs Ruth Davidson

play was performed by a different group of townspeople, such as tanners or Mrs Susan Campbell

drapers, and the sequence of plays were presented over several days. Ms Dia Steinthorsdottir

Mrs Wendy Tudor-Morgan

Alistair & Catherine jones

Mrs | Trevor-Bamston

Mr G & Mrs | Ranger

The Very Revd Prof. Gordon McPhate B RtITatE
Mrs Shan Bristow

Caroline & Andrew Thomson

Ms Rose Price

A Mm m T.E Pat]m Mrs Ann Lewis

Ms Claire Chatterton
Some seven centuries ago when the world was very different, Chester Mystery Mre Caroline Robinson

Plays evolved. The guilds which first staged them continue to be represented by Miss Gail Fulbrook
men and women today In the city's Guildhall, and the medieval plays themselves Mr E & Mrs | Walton

In attendiing the Mystery Plays, you are participating In a long and living tradi-
tion. | hope that you will not only enjoy them. but also experience through
them deeper insights into the Bible stories themselves.

Dean of Chester

continue to be performed by our 21st-century community.’ Me Paul Crofts
That the plays have traversed time so successfully speaks volumes for their effect Mrs D Gardner '

and for the people who value them enough to keep them alive, for each new Mrs Dolores Whitton
procuction brings a freshness to the telling of an ages-old story that is forever Dr & Mrs ] M Anderson

meaningful. The continued presentation of the Chester cydle ensures generation Mrs Johanna Mortimer-Harvey
Mrs Vanessa Greatorex

after generation will find beauty and enlightenment in this classic yet simple account
of the redemption of mankind.’ Mrs Flona Hilton :
Mr B & Mrs R Griffiths-Pearson
‘And while paying homage to those guildsmen of medieval Chester who had no Mrs Polly Dangerfield
idea of the legacy they were creating, | am thankful that such a rare work, Mrs Alison Trimble
recognised and valued the world over, though borne of Chester has long been a Mr Cedric Charles-Hendy
treasured part of the cultural heritage of not only Cheshire and England's north west (check Mrs?)
but of Britain as a whole, Mrs Margaret Yorke
Mr M & Mrs K Green
‘We can only ever be temporary custodians of this, one of the most revered works Mrs C Roberts & Family

of early English drama, but as such | am proud to be associated with Chester Mystery
Plays. | salute every single person who helps make this wonderful event possible,
and extend the warmest of welcomes to our awlience from near and afar.

john & Sue Townsend

W.A, BROMLEY DAVENPORT




My ‘vision® and core approach to the 2008 production s ‘recycling’
in terms of comparative religions, social events, society culture,
environment, life values and life itself.

I recognise their Iimportance as an integral part of Chester’s life and
cultural heritage. However, as a modern-day director | have to
recognise that the Chester Cycle of Plays cannot be regarded as a
reflic to be preserved In a museum display case or limited to
academic study, Their original purpose, In medieval times,
developed from an Instrument of Instruction to a vital form of
entertainment for the citizens of Chester. Scripts were updated and
refigious propriety gave way to secular bawdiness with social and
political references thrown in for good measure. In their original
form they would please a limited number of academics and
historians but | am responsible for ensuring that they appeal to a far
wider audience from all age ranges and social, cultural backgrounds.
This translation stays true to the original concept but introduces
contemporary attitudes to the plays, providing a fresh under-
standing of the stories, characters and situations while examining
the central universal conflict between good and evil.

The plays have been researched, examined, discussed and
rehearsed in ways that make them accessible to a modern-day
audience, stressing their present-day significance as well as their
personal and sodial motivation and interaction, | have highlighted
modern-day social. moral, political and theological issues and
events.

My intention Is to make the Plays relevant to a 2 1st Century cast and
audience with a sense of immediacy and dramatic spontaneity.

The performances are designed to provide a theatrical experience
which hopefully satisfies the expectations of both the 500+ strong
cast and their audiences.

I have been extremely fortunate to work closely with an extremely
talented, iImaginative and patient Production Team on the project.
They have shared my vision given life to it. The cast have shown
commitment, enthuslasm and forbearance throughout their journey
from early rehearsals to these performances. | value their falth, trust
and understanding along the journey.

This is a unique community theatrical experience which is
challenging. experimental, innovative, thought provoking.
controversial and relevant to both cast, and audience. It includes as
many forms of theatrical form, style and expression that we could
utilise to enhance the production and breathe life into this important
part of Chester's heritage. | am grateful to Jo Sykes and the Board
for entrusting the Plays to me for a second time. | hope that this
‘second bite” of the apple will provide both cast and audience with
the necessary knowledge, skills and inspiration to further their
interest in theatrical performance. | feel privileged to have been
given the opportunity to direct the plays and humbled by the
commitment and dedication of my cast, production team and
extensive crew of volunteers, without whom this venture would
have been Impossible.

Robin

Artistic
Director

Robin Goddard began 4
his career in theatre
while still studying f

Drama, Dance and “ / 0
English at Exeter '

University. He has worked for the Northcott
Theatre, Westward Television, Western Theatre
Ballet, and The Really Useful Theatre Company.
Robin directed the internationally acclaimed
production of the Chester Mystery Plays in 2003.

He also wrote, directed and performed in
‘Cheshire Tales' at Chester Cathedral.

Teaching Theatre Studies full time in Cheshire,
Robin also directed productions at residential
drama courses at the Menai Centre, Anglesey and
was Director of Cheshire Youth Theatre. He went
freelance in 1996 as an Artistic Director, script
writer, tutor and consultant in theatre arts, Many
of his students are now acting, dancing and
directing In television, film and the \West End. His
numerous contracts for both English and Welsh
companies and local authorities have incduded:
productions for Royal visits; youth and community
projects, and initiating and running o Musical
Theatre Course for Merseyside Dance and Drama
College in Liverpool.

Previous directing projects for Welsh County
Councils have included *Kaleidoscope', "Schools in
Performance’ digital storytelling, Summer
Schools and Flintshire Youth Theatre

He has directed professional and community
productions at Chester Gateway, Rhyl Pavilion,
The Lyceum, Crewe and Clwyd Theatr Cymru, He
tutors for the Droma Association of Wales and
leads both youth ond adult workshops on
stagecraft and acting.

He is currently the Drama spedialist and Project
Coordinator for Flintshire County Council's
‘Heritage Alive’, involving 24 community groups
in performance at Gwyd Theatr Cymru,

He has directed and performed in over 200 operas,
musicals, ballet, and plays including ‘Sweeney
Todd, the musical', *Coppelia’, ‘Oliver’, ‘Oh, What
A Lovely War', "A Midsummer Night's Dream’,
‘West Side Story’ and "An Inspector Calls’.




Notes on the Music

| havoe draram wpon my wide range of Influences and composing experiences ad applied them 1o these plays. | was
Deousht up a3 & chorister and oganist In neartry St Thomas of Canterbury Charch, and many will hear the cdvious
charch infuences. There s s evidence of my Infuence in working in far reaching pasts of the wodd, writing music
for young peopie. and for thise who know “A Handbag of Harmonies', you might even desect the odd handbeg
esque amangement

When the 2003 production received such high acclaim, many peodie Rve askad me how | was going 10 appeoach
wiiting e music for 4 Beand pew cycie this your

Well, i mary was. | have treated 1 a8 & Drandd new production. There ace two plays which were not induded in
the 2003 cyche: The Puriicasion and The Coming of The Antichise. which offer beand new musical opportunity, So
Bt & | might 20 90 & new theatre company with fresh ideas, so 10 have | with the Crester Mystery Mays 2008

This time round we sre blessed with 4 lrge sumber of ensesmble performerns with a vasety of different experiences
Some: of thern befong (o cholrs and choeal socketies, ofers sing professionally. ank! others have anly sung In the
shower. However. 4l of them have beer wiling 10 give it 4 go, and challenge themseives 1o sing, harmonise, wall,
cry., act, phay Fntrumnents and dance of e same tme

The masical themes and dess have ceveloped shroughout the rehearsal process.  Theredore, | have worked
alorgside Robin the cirector, the choreographer, the main characiess, the chons, instrumentalises, drurmeners and
dancers in creatng the moxt effective music for each moment. There s 4 mixonure of rousing dhonuses. tear jerdng
anas, exciting dance pleces, comedy Bems, moving underscore and jots moee in beoween

The Prophecy

Rght fom the fiest moments of the plyy, Rodin and | wansed to challenge &y expecianiins of jepest atistic vidon,
Therefore The Crewtion Liunches with an exditing, upbeat and amost anthernic Ego Sum Alpha et Omega’, which
tocuss theoughout the cyde. There ane solos from God, Luciier, Gabriel and! the Sepent I A and Eve

In sk contrast. Cain and Abel's murder sequence s set to a 5/'4 rhythm and the ensemble wie a moee waling'
style of shaging

Nouh Bs an entieely new epic. The mesic b Gst paced, Tvely and enetgetic. This sme round iy Infention was ioe
Nouh himsedf 1o be the ondy character not 10 sing, 50 the contrast between him and everything ese s really marked.
and the source of much of the comedy I the piece. X Fus Deen a delight 00 taved around 50 many schoods and 0
teach the “Animals’ their musical parts. In the same wary Jgsaw Music Theare Cormpany, who provide the young
sinners and Noah's chiicren, have also leaned thelr vocal score. They &l come together with the adult ersemibse 50
rmake a fresh and exclting musical epic which ends In a 200 strong company singing ™ final rousing chorus

The second hall of the Prophecy offers a broad range of muscal styles. The Nathity opens with yot moce young
people singing 4 piece “When Wl he Come’ as they are searching for ther Messiah, This & followed by o
solo-led iterrs featuring Ocindus, Sybi, Yourg Mury (who leads & joyons gospel version of the Magrificat) and
Eizabeth iperioemed by the Deautil voce of M Wate!l. Following a ively Bethiehem chorus leaturng several ive
ersicians, the children sing my spedil setdng of The Chester Cavol” 10 mark the birth of jesus, This is counterpointed
AL the end with a setting of Ave Mala, sng by the angels

The Shepherds are very weish in flavosr, and | make no apologies for a Sir of plaglartsm from the chapel hyrmn book,
The Shepherds also burst into some Gllbert and Sullivan type singing with thelr “Let's Go To Bethlehern” patter song

| used! esntern Influences with the Magl music. which then descends into 4 huge musical plece for the Slugtoening
of the lnocents: Mimost opesatic In lavour, Gabvied sings In courerpoint with the murdering soldiers and the
despecate mothers, Al of which moves 20 a huge dimax topped by the spine chiling Dies kae' led by one of two
fantastic professional sopeancs Dlana Palmerston and Kathleen O'Coonor. Aler the homor of the murdering & over,
ooe of the soprancs will 9ng a beautfid arta Trom the Risieg of The Sun’ which lexds us nto the findd play of the
Prophecy

The Murdication opens with a heatrending setiing of e Song of Simeon ~ ‘Lord Now lentest Thou Thy servan
Depart in Peace which s repeased by the whaole company In the lead up 10 the music of the Fnale.

The Fulfilmens

The Fdfiment borows 4 couple of the Prophecy themes, to dlow for some serae of wholeness with the cycle. These
Inclucie the first two themes of the play: "When W He Come’ and 180 Sum Alpha et Omega'. There 5 a gremt
ded of Simic” underscore Sroughout the Fullliment, which Selps %0 carry the imtenaity of the story through

I the Woman Taken in Aduitery we are imtroduced to two of the maln themes which are recurrent throughout the
Fulfiment. The g & ‘Miracke Makes’, heved ot the zaldng of Lazans and the Resamection In thelr fullest versions,
bt hinted af with gultar underscone and violin heve. Miracie Maer Is also sung with great oy as it is woven lreo
the chanting of “Awary With Him, Crucly Him™ & the dilmax of The Tidl

The second theme introduced at the beginning & one which | have bomowed and developed from 2003, See Him
Now'. This 5 heard maoss fully during e scene in Cethsemane, where jesus ings over it in his saio. Syd, who plays
jesus, developed the verses himsell, a beautiful theme for which he deserves Al aredt. "See Him Now' Is used in
the most hamowing moment where the Crnoss is being raised. As Cheist i hanging on the 0oss, the chons sing ot
Son of God, can you be; srve yoursell friom this misery’ with Rl haueding harmonies

Ascthet therne which [ uae from the Prophecy is heard at the moment Mary Gils & jesus’ feet ot the cross, Hore
the women remingd s of the Lullabyy iIOwester Caroll, which we hoard when jeses vas in Ns mother's ams in the
stabde,

There Is an arla. Lux Acterna” whikh s performed a8 the cudified jews B placed In the tomd, an up-tempo and
joyoun "Alleiia’ motl which underscores the Rescrrection, and a very rossieg Creed” 1o ond e Asceralon play

The Coming of The Antichwist has been a particularly exotng project. Almost wholly sung Sroughout, this play
stancts done In s musical style. There are Bints of burlesque, targo, rock and opera in this dynamic muscal fuson,

¥ s wonderful i hve Kaamiba Samita Band performing in the Fullfiment. They are incraducent firstly with carnval
style accompaniment © the dnging of Hosennah! as jess envets Jerusalenn. Thedr ihythrs  beccrve more
forebodding and theeatening as they add great weight o the musical sequence at the end of The Trial. After all the
singing in the Anticheist play, | thought it woukd ceace a fting mesical contsast ioe Kasamiby 10 tabe over abmost
entiredy in The Last Judgement before they e joined cnce again by the whole chomus of singers In the Ceand Plaie

AT

Matt Baker

Composer &
Musical Director

Motthew is delighted to be composer and musical
girector of the 2008 Mystery Plays in his home ity
porticulary folowing the high occdlaim for his music
in the 2003 cycle.

He has recently retumed from composing origind
music for Jomes and the Giant Peoch in
Sosthermpton, Other composing credits since the
lost Mystery Plays andude Arabel’s Roven
Crimm's Foiry Tofes, Shoch, It Was A Dork And
Stormy Nght ond Anthem for Doomed Youth
(Southompton Nuffield), A Christmnas Carel, The
Adventures of Tom Sowyer and The Hunchbock of
Notre Dome (Dukes Playhouse, Loncaster). Mott
composad the officiol onthem Froe The Ocecn to
The Stors for the opening of Liverpool World
Mosesen and hos composed several pieces for
Lerpool Fstitute for Performing Arts as well os
directing the LIPA Actors’ choir,

His international work as musical director with
young people has token him os for os Vienma
Melbourmne, Nice, Tanzania, Delhi ond Yangon

Acting credits include ‘The Norrator” in Roold
Dl The Twits (UK Tour and London), ‘Duke Bax
it From A Jock To A King (Oldhom Coliseam)
‘Malvelio” in Twelfth Night (Chester eway)
Rasputin (UK/Germany tour), The Threepenny
Opera (UK tour), Puss in Blue Svede Boots
(Liverpool  Everymon), Ginderella (Liverpool
Neptune), Mogic Book (Action Transport Theatre)
Jock in The junk Box, Jock and the Litthe Fir Tree
(Leicester Haymarket)

IV Credits Include the BBC's Cutting It
Mersaybeat ond Whot Are We Like, and Yorkshire
Telovigon's Emmerdole

Mctthew Is Director of the ever successful A
Handbog of Hormonies, Jigsaw Children's Music
Theotre Company end is Artistic Director of
professional and community company Theatre in

The Quarter,

Motthew = a Director on the boord of Chester
Performs, the dynamic new organisation who hove
begun to generote exciting progrommes of ¢
pctivity in the buid ep to the cty havin
owoited performing orts centre. He

this spoce.. whaotever your oge, background or
toste, there wil be something for you in the months
ond years gheod: be 2 film, digital orts, music,
theatre, dance or more™ Motthew s very orodous
thot thes mognificent city of ours con only thrive if
pris and culture ore ploced far higher on the
ogenda
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The Board of Chester Mystery Plays

would like to express its sincere
thanks to the following, without
whose help and understanding.
this year's cycle would have been
impossible to stage.,

The Dean and Chapter of
Chester Cathedral

Allington Hughes Solicitors
Arts Council England
Chester City Councll
Cheshire County Council
Denton Clark

D'Oyly Carte

The Granada Foundation
Mr Brian Griffiths

Hill Dickinson Solicitors

The Langkelly Chase
Foundation

MBNA Foundation

The Marjorie Boddy Trust
The Mercers Company

Shell UK Stanlow

Urenco (Capenhurst) Ltd.
The Ursula Keyes Trust

The Westminster Foundation
Walker Smith Way Solicitors

Nigel Evans,
Cheshire Agricultural Soclety

Eric Langdon,
Editor-In-Chief, 'Chester
Chronicle’

Patrick O'Neill

Editor, ‘Cheshire Life’

David Mayor

Catering and Hospitality
Manager, Chester Cathedral
And to the countless others
who have contributed to this

procuction

Production Sponsors
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“I| have always enjoyed seeing the Mystery Mays with my family and, of course, the
last ones in 2003 were particulary memorable. In fact my earfest theatrical
experience was going with my parents to see the York Mystery Mays.

| am really excited about designing for the 2008 cyde. The sheer scale of the
project Is so much bigger than a conventional theatre set. It Is almost unheard of to
be working with a cast in excess of a hundred and to have so many people nvolved
in the production. The siting in front of the Cathedsal is a big fctor, The set stands
apart yet must work with the Cathedral bullding - certainly borrowing some of its
magnificence.

The preliminary set design had a Mediterranean/Palestinian/ Biblical look, which
made use of naturdd materals such as stone, brick and wood., However, | also
thought that It may be Interesting to incorporate other materials of a more
industrial nature, to reflect the ‘nuts and bolts” of human existence.

The dedgn must allow for the range of storfes In the Plays, The set certainly Isn't a
period piece but incorporates a wide range of influences, from different ages and
civilisations. I've also planned for a few surprises!

Lighting also plays a major part in this production. In the 2003 Cycle, the set was
really caly lit for the second half of the performance, whereas this time more
interiors have been created., with lighting effects from the very beginning

Working outdoaors - In all weathers - brings Its own areas of expertise, Al the
flooring firishes have had to be non-sip for the safety of the performers, and we
have also had to ensure that component materials will not deteriorate with the
weather, The initial estimate for how long it woukd take to actually builkd the set was
appeoxdimately six weeks.

| have really enjoyed working with Astistic Director Robin Goddard, It has proved to
be an exciting creative partnership - which Is not always the case in the Theatre! We
have come up with ideas both individually and together - some of them work
brilliantly, and have been incorporated into the design, while others didn’t, and were
discarded - it is 3l part of the creatlve process. Everything can be up for change and
development as time goes on, but | hope that what you see in this production will
both delight, inspire and surprise youl

Befow: hefith's costume desiars, and pages froem her shetchDook with the mocked 4 wet vigax (ight

to work at the Gateway Theatre where she wos
resident Designer for two years. Judith and her husband
Rob have lived in Chester for over twenty years,
bringing up their two children here.

During her three seasons at the Goteway she worked
on a variety of shows, including The Elephant Man, The
Tragicall History Tour and Habeas Corpus. She then
became the Head of Design at Oldham Coliseum. After
going freelance in 1986 her work incduded A
Midsummer Night's Dream and The Snow Queen at
the Gatewoy Theatre, after which she joined the
Library Theatre Company as Head of Design.

Her credits there are too numerous to mention but
include designs for many oward winning productions
including My Night with Reg, The Brighton Beoch
Trilogy, Translations, The Memory of Water and
Someone to Watch over Me.,

Recent work for the Library has included Faith Healer,
Weoiting for Godot and Frozen,

Judith hos also undertaken a variety of freelance work
ranging from the opera Falstaff for the Royal Northern
College of Music, which won a Manchester Evening
News Award, to Loughter on the 21st Floor which ran
in the West End with Gene Wilder in the lead role.

For the last seven years Judith has designed the Rock
and Roll Panto at Clwyd Theotr Cymru ond is currently
working on this year’s production of Cinderella. She is
pleased to have had the chonce to design for the
Mystery Plays in her adopted home of Chester.




to Brilliant Re-birth

Like the precious Baycux Tapestry, which records the Norman
conquest of Brtaln in 1066 but was found after the French Revolution
being used as a tupaulin on a market stall, the Chester Mystery Plays
came very close to being lost for ever,

From 1276, for three hundred years the people of Chester annually
enjoyed three days of strect theatre at Whitsuntide, some twenty
four plays in rhyme, telling the Biblical story from Genesls to
Revelation. Each play was performed by a different trade gulld (see
right), after the city took over thelr production from the monks of St.
Werburgh, Wagons, known as pageants, with a changing room
beneath and a stage for the actors above, stopped at different parts
of Chester for performances to take place.

Before the performances men, either on horseback or wallking on
stilts, read out the Banns to announce what was to come. We can
note a rough humour In the aliocation of particular plays; "Noe and
his Shippe” was assigned o the Drawers of Dee water, “King Herod”
to the Vintners and "The Crucifixion of Cheist™ to the lronmongers
and Ropemakers, There was Berce rivalry among the richest guilds:
the Drapess decked their wagon “with sundry colours of velvet, satin
and damask, talfeta and sarsenet of popinjay green”. The account
Dooks record that men were paid “three pence for keeping a fire
burning in the mauth of Hell, and for setting the workd on fire five
pence.”

Besides destroying fine carvings In many English churches and
cathedrals, the Puritans did not rest untll the Chester plays were
abolshed. In 1571 Archbishop Grndal prohibited thelr production,
but the mayors and corporation of Chester continued performances
untll 1577, and thereby got themseives Into serous trouble, Other
great clties, such as Norwich, lost the text of thelr plays for ever, but
Chester lost only one, Our Lady's Assumption, a play by the
Worshipful Weives of Chester (not guild members)

The Chester Mysteries scarcely saw the light again until Chiistopher
Ede’s production In 1951, Since then music has been used for
atmosphere, but the 2003 prodhuction, directed by Cestrian Robin
Goddard and <et to music by Cestrian Matt Baker, unified the whole
sequence of plays using colowr, light and music to offer the audience
a totl experdence that those medieval audiences would surely have
thought miraculous.

CHESTER
MIRACLE FLAYS

Chester Mysfery Plays

The Chester G

The scripts for the Chester Mystery Plays Cycle were odginadly
assembled by monastic scholars at the Abbey of St Werburgh, now
Chesier Cathediad, The Antichrist plays and Balak & Balam we
unique to the Chester cydle,

Records dated 1540 list 26 plays:

Mystery Play: Performed by:
The Fall Of Lucifer Barkers, Tonners
The Creation of the World Dropers, Hoslers
Noah & His Ship Waterleaders, Drawers in the Dee
Abraham & Isaoc Barber Surgeons, Waxchandlers
Baolak & Balom Coppers, Wiredrawers, Pinners

The Nativity Wheelrights, Slaters, Tylers, Doubers, Thatchers
The Shepherds Painters, Glaziers, Embroiderers
King Herod (Adoration of the Magi) Vintners
The Three Kings Mercers, Spicers
The Slaughter of the Innocents Goldsmiths, Masons
The Purification of Our Lady Smiths, Forbers, Pewterers
The Temptation, & Women taken into Adultery Butchers

The Raising of Lazarus Glovers, Parchment-makers
The Coming of Christ to Jerusalem Corvisars
The Last Supper Grocers, Bakers, Millers
The Scourging of Christ Bowyers, Fletchers, Stringers,
Coopers, Turners

The Coming of the Antichrist Dyers
The Crucifixion lronmongers, Ropers
Harrowing of Hell Cooks, Tapsters, Ostlers, Innkeepers
The Resurrection Skinners, Plostercard-makers,
Hatters, Painters, Girdlers

Castle of Emmaus & The Aposties Saddlers
The Ascension Tailors
Whitsunday Making of the Creed Fishmongers
Prophets Before The Day Of Doom Shermen
Antichrist Hewsters, Bellfounders
The Last Judgment Weavers, Walkers

The Freemen and Gullds of Chester, a united group of
trade companies, had been In existence for more
than 100 years by then, A powerful force In the dty,
they protected the Interests and welfare of fellow
merchamns and craftsmen while playing a major part
in soclal, political and economic life, Their influence
extended to organising major events, one of which
became Chester Mystery Plays. Twenty-three of the
ancient company gullds survive in Chester today,

Medieval street theatre  The gullds staged
the plays on open pageant waggons. Each waggon
trunciied through the streets to ‘stations’ where the
axcience gathered, The fiest station was outside
Abbey Gate - audlences today pass through the
same place to see the modemn version of the plys,
The medieval route continued down Northgate to
the Cross, then along Watergate, cutting next into
Bricige Street, then Eastgate,

Men and boys took &l the parts.




The Company

Radmila Alcock
Ann Anderson
Janice Anderson
David Anjo
Barbara Bagley
Kim Barnes
Jerome Burch
Peter Burke
Natasha Bury
Douglas Cashin
Meriel Cashin
Carol Conway
Duncan Crompton
Cav Cross

Paul Dabek

jan Dewhirst
Josh Donovan
Gl Doran
David Edwards
Sarra Elliott

Erin Eiston
Chvistine Evans
Sarah Falrchild
Elleen Fantom
Lauren Faulknes
Clare Ftzpatrick
Danlel Aetcher
Gall Ann Fullbrook

Dancers:

Sion Willlams
Rachel Harison
Emily Richards
Zakhia Reilty
Deanna Boden
Rhilan Cunnah
Vicky Williarms
Jess Ingham
Rached Larty
Vanessa Higham

The Prophecy
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Mark Galrmusso
Daniel Gordon
Adam Gough
Ronno Criffiths
jo Henwood,
Vaughan Hughes
Jennifer jackson
Mandy James
Tim james
Marc johnson
Alistalr jones
Catherine jones
Harmiet jones
John jones
Poppy jones
Beth Kenney
Harry Kingham
Mary Lewery
Sam Little
Shedla Little
Beth Mann
Chris Mann

Tim Mann
Linda Manning
Chris Mapp
Meurig Marshall
James Mathison
Fraser Moir

Dan Burke
Ami Dickinson

Leanne Evans-jones

Lauren jones
Faye Spencer
Laura Hewitt
Sophie Davies
Chloe Dignam
Tegan Rochfort
Donna Parry

,_\\—\

Chris Mooney
Heather Murphy

Richard Naylor
Geoff Noakes
Sandra Noakes
Lynne Pearn
Phil Pearn

Brian Pearson
leuan Pearson
Sue Pickering
Anna Prochazka
Ruth Roberts
Molly Ryan
Peter Salmon
Chais Schofieid
Peter Speirs
Richard Spilman
Cameron Szerdy
Derek Taylor
Johnathan Taylor
Chris Thoenton
Alison Trimbée
Mal Waite

Peter Watson
Rosina Willlams
Karin Wolff
Wil Wood
Peter Young
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Sarch Fairchild

Jigsaw Music Theatre:

Trees, Planets,

The Sun, Animals,

and Gawpers
Children:
frances Alcock
Rachel Alcock
Georgla Arthur
Jessica Baker
Sam Bakes
Katy Baker
Tom Bariow
Oilivia Brett
jenny Dewhiarst
Sophie Davies
Abigail Aletcher
Sara Hirst

joe Hogan
Robyn Hurst
William jones
Tessa jones
Emma jones
Isabelle jones
Jack Lintle
Oiivia Mcnee
Alex Monee
Ao Mowiliam

Eve

Emiy Meenan

justin OBrden Manley

Holly Pitt-Knowfes
Duncan Ritchie
Kirsty Ritchie
Mary Scott
Winnie Southgate
Monika Taneska
Sean Telfoed
jeremy Telford
Rached Tompldns
Bethan Williams
Natalie \Wearden
Lily \Wearden
Ellen Young

Amy Bebbington
Jamie Southern

Zed Spencer-Milnes

Mia Mossley
Rosie Mossley
Penny Mitchel|
Lauren Ralph
James Ralph
Lloyd Ramsey
fern Roberts
jennifer Williams

Noah's Children:

Sam Baker

James Ralph

Jack Little

WMl jones

justin O'Brien Manley
Sean Telford

feremy Telford

Flora Mc\Wilkam

Jess Baker

Abbi Aetcher

Mary Scoit
Ellen Young




HELSBY HILLSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL: Loutsa Bunows, Lycka Dykes, Emily Eaps,
Lucy Elis, Jasmine Fooe, Emily Garner, Ellen Marts, Kate Herd, Megan johesion,
johnathon jones, Eleance Manvon, Ben Porter, Issac Roberts, Emily Ross. Noah
Tomiinson, Matt Walker, Army Wallker, Chardotte \Wallker Kerla Bradly-Willams,

OVERLEIGH ST. MARY S Framces Alcock, fasmine Ashiey-jones, Olvia Brert,
Holle Booth, Anna Brodie, Emily Crirmson, Charlotie Clrmson, Jenniier Graham,
Vicsora Gresty, Maisie Hogan, Erin Hollingsworth, lsobel Jones, Tessa jones,
Naomi Lush, Faith Lydon, Georgla Meacock, Oltda Mcnee,  Daniika Mioss,
Holly Mt Knowies, Benjamin Rowland, Lauren Senith, jessica Stark, Lzzy Travts,
Megan Wieherstone

STAGE COACH: Luke Abbate, Paige Abbate, Lisa Aldoves, Luke Aldoves,
Nicole Aubury, Kira Baker, Zoe Daverpor-Ball, Georgla Bartiert, Sophia Bunning,
Heather Bunning, Georgina Crousdade. Chioe Divis, Abigall Fishes

Chartie Grutfed-jones, James Heath, Emyma Heath, Cagherine Heath,

Samantha Hett. Annle Howarth, Matthew Hernhaw, Tayler Martin,

Jonnifer McCoed, Victora McCord, Eleancr Mchver, Gemma O Comnedl

Jasmine Parket, Jessica Mae Pritchard, Seren Whitley.

Ensemble Pieces Throughout The Prophecy:

ELSBER SCHOOL OF THEATRE DANCE: Deanna Boden, Danled Burke,
Rhilan Cunnay, Scphie Davis, Amil Loulse Dichinson, Chioe Dignam,

Rache! Harrison, Laura Hewdtt, Vanessa Highlan, jess Ingham, Lauren jones,
Rached Larty, Donna Pary, Faye Spencer, Zakiiia Rellty, Emily Richards,
Tegan Rochcrol, Sion Willams, Vicky Wiliams.

The Animals in Noah:

THE FAIRS SCHOOL: Hannah Batson, Harrison Balmer, Charloie Bergin,

Otver Beery, Doughas Beermon, Christopher Ellls, Harriet Fisher, fwnes Malligan,
Tilfany Hughes, Hamish Hymes, Elot Lee, Ay Lewis, Katherine Newman,
Natasha Paterson, Stanfiey Parker, Eleance Mo, Patrick Regan. Macwell Reeves,
joshua Roberts, Alex Southal, Bede Tirpson, Viciora Vale,

THE ROFT AFTER SCHOOL CLUB: Emena Cavew, Rosle Charfield, Torn Chatfiedd,
Chiaa Edwards, Molly Garnetr. Ryan Keelng, Uin Mughes, Zoe Lampard,
Georgia Lush. Millie Roberts, Bethan Tarver, Kate Wylie. Rebecca Wylie,

TRODSHAM CL PRIMARY SCHOOL: Lauen Athin, Loa Balam, Katheyn Booe,
Adclaicde Day-Collett. William Cawley Celing, jonathan Ellams, Milie Frewin,
Lausa Gardierer, Callum Clared, Jennifer Hamiin, jessica Hayward, Matthew jones,
Motgan Kelty, William Littliewood, Lucy Makone, Zoe Mooree, jessica Polite,
Al Powedl, Victorla Quelin, Holly Renneldl. Nina Treharne.

SLCLARE'S CATHOLIC MRIMARY SCHOOL: Llotse Amott, Luke Bertingron,
Francesca Boswed, Ludana Cecere. Alessanciia Cecere, Marthew Clewley,
Lovwaed Craggs. Dominic Doherty, Natally Dybich, fack Bills, Declan Gentlie
Crristian Gendile, Curtis Hall, Courtney Haycock, ONoe Hutchinson,

Samued joharson, Ryan Kest, lamie Mann, Chice Marning, Chioe Massey
Jorclan Massey, jade Matthew, Brin Melarfuey, Samod Piet, Beonagh Povey.,
Charlotte Randles, Crmen  Lasclc-Smith, Adam Smith, Krystan Urbaneic,
Declan Vickers, Jack Willlams Scott Wilkars

THE ARCHES PRIMARY SCHOOL: Ceorgie-Lee Blythin, Almee Bolland,

Courtney Burgess, Danked Condon. Shannon Coyle. Melissa Dodd,

Bethanie Gautton, Chelsea Hallal, Beandon Hayden, Michael Hayes, Laura Hignett,
Courtney hackson, Kerrenzea jobns, David johraton, Amron jones, George Mortimes,
Ashiey Meston, Kleran Righy, Jack Righy, Holly May Robson, Connor Rose,
Chartotte Tonnessen, Courmey Ward, Amy Ward, Chelsea Whelan, Todd Wilkams
Masthew Woodbam

LITTLE THESPANS: Isabells Band, Dienka Bermion, Michadd Bolarm, Nyal Bolam,
Eve Finday. sobed Findry. Eleancor Finlay, Catin Jones, Eve Lawder. Francesca Noeo,
Sally Stanford, Laura Thetwesl, lan Whale, Guy Whale, Anna Whyte.

Chester Mystery Plays wish to thank all the teachers, support staff
and parents who have given a ot of their time and commitment
to helping Al their students.

Chester Mystery Plys would also like to say a big thank you to all
the matrons who have given their time freely to help all our

THE QUILENS LOWER SCHOOL: Kate Amison. Immelne Bleliock, Emily Bobwedl,
Lauta Brerey, Chariotte Chewins, Ay Clarkson Louisa Cowell, Charlotte Dean,
Nozalie Doyle, Rose Hales, India Hall, Abigall Hudson, Holly Kay. Ablgad Lans,
Lowdsa Manby, Lilana Maoucis, Laaeen McCormick, Lydia McLoughin,

Robyn McNally, Kimberdey Mesedith. babel Millican, Odaith Monk.

Hanrah Mors, Alce Perrry, Zoe Righy, Geongia Bhodes-Bell, Phoebe Romhery,
Elotse Spencer-Wolle, Fhlanna Thoenton-Rekd, Alice Thompson, Rachaed Turmer,
Molly Willams, jessica Wills. Katherine Woods.

UPFTON HIGH SCHOOL: Sarah Baker Jemimah Beardhwood, Nicola Bowyer,

jade Beazenciaie. Ellen Blain, Heather Connolly, jenny Corbett

Charotte Lee-Codiing, Harry Challinor, Eve Davies, Emily Dodd. Beth Dixon,
Kate Fozzard, Caudia Galan, Katie Galletey, Ellie Griffiths, Danlelle Hershaw,
Sophie jores, Sophie Klernan, Rebecca Maguice, Chadiente Nicholson,

Emily Pacchitt, Alex Powrghodban, Chastotte Rawiins. Annabed Reeves,

Kristina Roper, Lauren Shard, Rebecca Stroud. Laura Thompson, Chioe Tompldns,
Meg Wilkord, Leah Wynne, Cady Wynne,

ECCLESTON PRIMARY SCHOOL: 24 Chilchren 1o ackd

Creation And Fall

Gobbet Harry Kingham
God Duncan Crompton
Lucifer Paul Dabek
Gabriel David Edwards
Adam James Mathison
Eve Sarah Fairchild
Serpent Daniel Hetcher
Orders of Angels Sarah Fairchild, Daniel Fletcher,

Beth Mann, Mal Waite,
Linda Manning, David Anjo,
Jenny Jackson, Vaughan Hughes
Devils Angels and Gawpers
Members of the Company

Trees, Planets and Animals Jigsaw Music Theatre

Cain And Abel

Adam James Mathison
Eve Sarah Fairchild
Cain Jerome Burch
Abel josh Donovan
God Duncan Crompton
Gobbet Harry Kingham
Ghosts of Abel and Devils  Members of the company




Noah’s Flood - The Musical

God Duncan Crompton
Noah Gav Cross
Noah's Wife jennifer Jackson
Noah's Children Sam Baker, Jess Baker

Abbi Fletcher, Will jones, Jack Little,
Flora McWilliam, Justin O'Brian Manley,
James Ralph, Mary Scott, Jeremy Telford,
Sean Telford, Ellen Young
Gossips, Angels, Sinners and Flood
Members of the Company & [igsaw Music Theatre

The Nativity

Duncan Crompton

Gabriel David Edwards
Salome Ronno Griffiths
Octavius Mark Gairrusso
Preco Peter Watson
Sybil Erin Elston
Mary Lauren Faulkner
Tybil Sandra Noakes
Elizabeth Mal Waite
joseph Will Wood
Gobbet Harry Kingham
Roman Soldiers, Angels and Gawpers

Members of the Company

The Shepherds

Hankyn (first shepherd) Vaughan Hughes

Harvey (second shepherd) David Anjo
Tudd (third shepherd) Pete Salmon
Trowle (youth) Ruth Roberts
Gabriel David Edwards
Joseph Will Woodd
Mary Lauren Faulkner

Magi and Innocents

Diana Palmerston or Kathleen O'Connor
lead the Company singing the ‘Dies lrae’.

Jaspar Peter Speirs
Balthazar Chris Schofield
Melchior Geoff Noakes
Gabriel David Edwards
Messenger Cameron Szerdy
Herod Richard Spilman
Mary Lauren Faulkner
joseph Will Wood
Lucifer Paul Dabek
Soldier 1 Jerome Burch
Soldier2 Chris Mapp
Soldier 3 Peter Burke
Soldier 4 josh Donovan
Woman | Beth Mann
Woman 2 Meriel Cashin
Woman 3 Jan Dewhirst

Crowd of Men & Women  Members of the Company

Purification

Simeon Douglas Cashin
Gabriel David Edwards
Mary Lauren Faulkner
joseph Will Wood
I st Doctor Tim Mann
Z2nd Doctor Peter Speirs
jesus Adam Gough
Gobbet Harry Kingham

) Lauren 3 e
B Faulkner . Peter

PN -

Spiers
Jospar /
2rd Doctor
'
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Jenny
Jockson

Mal
Waite

ERrabeth
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The Company - The Fulfiiment

. Geoff Nookes |
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The Company

Jane Alnscough
Radmila Alcock

Penny Allen

Ann Anderson
Janice Anderson
David Anjo

Andy Avery
Barbara Bagley
Pam Ball

john Barnes

Juka Blissett
Kirsten Brooks
Peter Burke

Mary Ann Cameron
Douglas Cashin
David Charles-Hendy
Bethla Coates
Janet Conway
Janet Coyle

An Croenen
Duncan Crompton
Paul Dabek
Pameda Dache
Deborah Dickinson
Rachel Dison
Mike Dix

Josh Donovan
David Edwards
Sana Ellloet

Dandel Ellis

Mike Ells

Erin Elston

Sarah Fairchild
Elieen Fantom
Menyl Fisher

Nick Fry

Clare Fitzpatrick

The Fulfil

Mark Galrmusso
Adam Gough

Sue Gould

Jeremy Geabge
Jennifer Halliday
Vanda Hargen

jon Hore

Sue Hughes
Jennifer Jackson
Muriel jennings
Marc johnson
Oliver jones
George Kenr

Harry Kingham
David King-Magee
Patricha King-Magee
Alice Kirtry

Bep Le Miere
Sandra Lenel

Mary Lewery
Linda Manning
Cheis Mapp
Meurig Marshall
Louisa McCabe
Sandy McCormick
George McMeakd
Jenna Meckienburgh
Dori Miller

Sid Mofya
Fraser Molr

Cheis Mooney
Pauline Mulliner
Heather Murphy
Richard Naysor
Anne Naylor
Gill Newcombe
Rosamond Peet

24
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Dave Perkins
Glenys Potter
Anna Prochazka
Carol Rannard
Martin Riley
Hannah Roberts
Pam Roberts
Gllian Rodger
Lisa Rogers
Sandra Rogers
Adrian Rowe
Mollie Ryan
Peter Salmon
Chris Schofield
julle Sheen
jenny Spence
Roger Stephens
Monika Taneska
Hannah Thelwell
Phil Thomas
Chris Thornton
Jjohn Townsend
Sue Townsend
Akson Trimble
Loe Vokes
Christopher Walton
Peter Watson
Derinda Watson
David Whaley
Rosina \Willlams
Karin Wolff

Wil Wood
Mike Wood
Michael Wood
Ashley Woads

Wendy Wren
Peter Young

The Temptation &
The Woman Taken In

Adultery

Duncan Crompton

Lucifer Paul Dabek
|esus Sid Molya
Peter Mark Gairrusso
John the Baptist Jason Sheppard
Woman Mary Ann Cameron
Ist Pharisee Douglas Cashin
2nd Pharisee Adam Gough
3rd Pharisee Peter Burke
Gobbet Harry Kingham
Crowd of Gawpers Members of the Company
. -
The Raising of Lazarus
|esus Sid Mofyva
Peter Mark Gairrusso
John Chris Mooney
Andrew David Charles-Hendy
Thomas Martin Riley
Phillip Mike Dix
Judas Ashley Woods
James Peter Young
James the Less Christopher Thornton
Matthew John Barnes
Bartholomew ”
Thaddeus Dave Perkins
Simon the Leper Daniel Ellis
Mary Glenys Potter
Martha Clare Fitzpatrick
Ist Pharisee Douglas Cashin
2nd Pharisee Adam Gough
3rd Pharisee Peter Burke
Lazarus Christopher Walton
Gobbet Harry Kingham
Crowd of Gawpers Members of the Company

ent
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Judas

Simon the Leper
john

Lazarus
Thomas
Martha

Judas

jJames the Less
Matthew
Thaddeus
Peter
Andrew
Phillip

jJames

Simon
Bartholomew
jesus

Mary Magdalen
Janitor

Ist Citizen
Znd Citizen
3rd Citizen
4th Citizen
I1st Youth
Znd Youth
Caiaphas
Annas

I st Trader
2nd Trader
3rd Trader
4th Trader

I st Pharisee
2nd Pharisee
3rd Pharisee

Crowd of Citizens

Peter Burke Richard Naylor

Soidier / 3ed Phorisee

Daniel Ellis

Chris Mooney
Christopher Walton
Martin Riley

Clare Fitzpatrick
Ashley Woods
Christopher Thornton
john Barnes

Dave Perkins

Mark Gairrusso
David Charles-Hendy
Mike Dix

Peter Young

David Ellis

?

Sid Mofya

Sarah Fairchild
Mike Ellis

Vanda Hargen
Anne Naylor
Muriel jennings

Ira Theobold
Mollie Ryan

Alice Kirby

Will Wood

David Anjo

Jenny Jackson
Deborah Dickinson
Mary Lewery
Derinda Watson
Douglas Cashin
Adam Gough
Peter Burke

Members of the Company

Karamba Samba

Jason
Sheppard

John The Boptist

The Last Supper

jesus

Peter

John

Andrew
Thomas

Phillip

Judas

James

James the Less
Simon
Matthew
Bartholomew
Thaddeus
Malchus
Pharisees and Gawpers

The Trial

jesus

Pilate
Herod

st Pharisee
2nd Pharisee
3rd Pharisee
Soldier
Centurion
Caiaphas
Annas

A Damsed
Peter

Sid Mofya

Mark Gairrusso

Chris Mooney

David Charles-Hendy
Martin Riley

Mike Dix

Ashley Woods

Peter Young
Christopher Thornton
David Ellis

john Barnes

7?7

Dave Perkins

Pete Salmon

Members of the Company

Sid Mofya

jeremy Grange
Nick Fry

Douglas Cashin
Adam Gough
Peter Burke
Christopher Walton
Richard Naylor
Will Wood

David Anjo
Deborah Dickinson
Mark Gairrusso

Entertainers and Gawpers  Members of the Company

Gﬁstopher
Walton

Lazorus
g

Karamba Samba

" Ashley Woods
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The Trial

Jesus Sid Molya
Pilate Jeremy Grange
Herod Nick Fry
Ist Pharisee Douglas Cashin
2nd Pharisee Adam Gough
3rd Pharisee Peter Burke
Soldiers Christopher Walton

Centurion Richard Naylor
Caiaphas Will Wood
Annas David Anjo
A Damsel Deborah Dickinson
Peter Mark Gairrusso
Entertalners and Gawpers  Members of the Company

Karamba Samba

Anna Prochazka
N’t(l'y ’.3. O

Douglas Cashin
TEON

o
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Mark Cairrusso
OCtaous / Peter

Adam Gough

FOUNg Jesuiy

The Crucifixion

Jesus Sid Molya
Calaphas Will Wood
Annas David Anjo
Simon of Cyrene Ira Theobold
Pilate jeremy Grange
st Woman Jane Ainscough

Deborah Dickinson
Sarra Elliott
Anna Prochazka

Znd Woman
3rd Woman
4th Woman

Ist Soldier Peter Watson
Znd Soldier Chris Mapp
3rd Soldier Phil Thomas
4th Soldier josh Donovan
Centurion Richard Naylor
Mary, Mother Carol Rannard
Mary Jacobi Anna Prochazca
Mary Salome Vancla Hargen
Mary Magdalene Sarah Fairchild
john Chris Mooney
joseph of Arimathea Mike Ellis
I1st Thief Sam Baker
Znd Thief James Ralph
The Pharisees Members of the Company

Chester Mystery Mays 2008




The Resurrection

Pilate eremy Grange
lesus Sid Mofya
1 st Soldier Phil Thomas
2 Soldier Peter Watson
3rd Soldier Chris Mapp
1st Angel Hannah Thelwell
Mary Salome Vanda Hargen
Mary Jacobl Anna Prochazka
Mary Magdalene Sarah Fairchild
Peter Mark Gairrusso
The Ascension

Peter Mark Gairrusso
Andrew David Charles-Hendy
Thomas Martin Riley
Matthew john Barnes
Jjohn Chris Mooney
Thaddeus Dave Perkins
Phillip Mike Dix
James the Elder Peter Young
James the Less Chris Thornton
Bartholomew 7?7
Simon David Ellis
Jesus Sid Mofya
Cobbet Harry Kingham

The Coming of
The Antichrist

Prophet | Mike Ellis
Prophet 2 Jeremy Grange ??
Prophet 3 Richard Naylor
Prophet 4 Carol Rannard
Prophet 5 Nick Fry
Prophet 6 Jeremy Grange
Prophet 7 Rosamorxi Peet
Antichrist Mary Lewery
Archangel Michael Meurig Marshall

Devils, Angels, Dead Souls Members of the Company

The Last Judgement

God Duncan Crompton
|esus Sid Mofya
Gabriel David Edwards
st Saved Meried Cashin
2nd Saved Sue Hughes
3rd Saved Hannah Fowder
4th Saved ??
Lucifer Paul Dabek
Ist Damned jennifer Jackson
2nd Damned Vanda Hargen
Gobbet Harry Kingham
Angels, Devils and Souls  Members of the Company

Karamba Samba

/,rDiana_ Palmerston
Soprano

Mmmmwmm
Diana’s performances include Mozast’s C
Minor Mass at King's Coiege Cambriige,
Handel's Teseo at the Royal Opera House,
and a Command Pedformance for the
Queen of Thalland. Her performance of
Poulenc's Gloda was broadcast Fom the
Brdgewaser Hall on Cussikc FM and she
recently sang Aida with the Royal h\

Lverpoo! Philharmonic Orchestra. Diana

has also beowdcast for the BBC. and her live nasional broadcast of
Handes's Messlah for Classic FM was subsequendly released on €D,

“Outstanding among the solotsts was Dlana Palmerston whose
maumw»wm Dully Telegraph
MP&M‘SWMWNWNMM

Quiet Intensity, with power when required, and was deeply affecting”,
Manchester Evening News

Kathleen O’Connor
Soprano

Basedt in Chester since 1993, Kathleen

by Matt Baker on BBC radio. This year's Mystery Mays marks Kathleen's
farewedl 10 Chester, before refurning to live in N, Ireland.

mamukmmamuhmmnmum” n The Trophecy”, appeaing ot dhemule pesttemances.




:Natalie Diddams

Assistant Director

As the Amtistic Director of the Basement
Theatre Comparry, Natalie Diddamns
directed and prociuced And Me by Otwen
Wymark and My Mother Said | Never
Should by Charlotte Keatley, both of
which toured 1o the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival, Other directing credits Include
The Littde Shop of Horrors. The Tempest
andd Willy Russell’s Our Day Out, ab of
which were pedormed at the Warwick
Arts Centre,

As an Assistant Director, Natalic has worked on a variety of projects
including Wollstomecraft Live! with mult-meda company: Fragments
and Monuments. The Lady of Shallot with Revolving Doors (Glue
Elephant Theatre, London) wnd Total with Squaremoon (Beighton Fringe
Festival 2008). She has also worked as an Assistant Producer for the
Battersea Asts Centre, producing the work of The Clod Ensemble, Gecko
and Fevered Sleep.

Nick Richings
Lighting Design

Nick's West End de<igns have induded A
Man For All Seasons (Theatre Royal
Haymadeet). Whistle Down the Wind
(Padace), Beautiful & Damned (Lyric),
Money To Burn (The Venue. Walt Untll
Dark (Garrkk). Cooper - Juslike That
(Carrick), Joseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat (New London),

Sleuth (Apoliol. Aspects of Love, South
Pacific (Mince of Wales), Bddler on the
Roof staring Topol, and Scrooge sarring Tommy Steele (both ot the
London Palladium). The Chiltern Hundreds (Vaudeville) Laughter on
the 23cd Floor, Saucy Jack & the Space Vivens, Hot Mikado (Queens),
HRH (Mayhouse), Sammer Holiday (Apollo, Hammersmith), The
Importance of Belng Oscar, Plunder (Swvoyl, Some Like & Hot (Mrince
Edward), The Master Bullder (Theatre Royal Haymarket), Valentines Day
(Gobe) and Derren Brown Something Wicked this Way Comes
(Winner 2006 Ofivier Award Best Entertalnment, Cambridige).

International design aredits include Beauty & the Beast and The
Producers (Det Ny Teatre Copentigen), Rent [Erglish Theatre Frankiur),
Les Liaisons Dangereuses and Romeo & Jullet (Viernas English
Theatre!, The Mystery of Charles Dickens (Australia), Grease and Halr
German jours and The Hardem Gospel Singers in Washington. San
Francixo and Eurcpean tours.

Previous UK Tours that Nick has designed the lighting for indude Kiss Me
Kate. Whistle Down The Wind, Scrooge. Travels With My Aunt. South
Pacific. 42nd Street, Bamum. Chess. Sweet Chardty, Addier on the
Roof, The Roy Orbison Story, The King & 1. Summer Holiday, Rock
‘nRoll Heaven. Chardey's Aunt. The Sound of Music.

Reperiory theatre and opera Include: The Hound of the Baskenvlles,
(Nottngham Playhouse), Falstalf (RNCM Manchester Winner Best Opera
Mroduction 2001 Marchester Evening News), The Coamsul (Opera
Holland Park), Il Turco In Ralla (Broombill Opera). and over 20
procductions at the Library Theatre, Manchester,

e Production Team

Sian Lesley Phillips
Assistant Director

Sun studied at the University Colicge
Chester and gained a BA (Hons) in Drama
and Theatre Studies with Psychology.

During her career she has worked with
aduits  with  learning and  physical
disabllities at the Unéversity of Clamorgan
on 4 summer school drama programme,
Following this she worked at the Mulberry
Day Centre in Chester running drama and
dance courses with the dients, this
volved organising performances and playing a key role In
perfoemances of a devised peoduction of A Midsummer Night's Dream
She has d=0 co-written and dicected several productions induding The
Uninvited Guests.

Sian has also worked for an organisation called Youth Acton Flintshire as
a Volunteer Manager, working with disadvantaged young people.
Between 2000-2003 San was involved with Chester’s Midsummer
Watch parade. Sin currently works for Fintshire County Councl as a job
Coach for &fults with leaming disabilities.

Sin's other work indudes BBC Racfo Wales - Radio Cymeu, the Welsh
soap opera. Pobol y Cwm and the Graeae Theatre Company in London
Sian was Stage Manages for the 2003 Cycle of Chester Mystery Plays,
andd s thilled o be involved again as the Stage Manager and Assistant
Director in the 2008 cyde of the plays. Sidn enjoys acting and has
perfoemed in Cider with Rosbe and Good Vibeations and Ruddigore at
Clwyd Theatre Cyminu. Sian has performed at Chester Cathedisal in a Son
Alumier calied The Cheshire Tales and staged managed Prom Pralse at
Chester Cathedral for the Last two years,

Paul Dabek
Special Effects

Paud Dabek & recognised as one of the
Enest rising stars in the world of magic
today.

His dynamic and high-energy style has
taken him to across the globe and
carned him some of the highest
regarcied tithes in his fiekd

In 2003 Paud was awarded the title of
Young Magician of the Year by the
world famous Magic Circle (the governing body for magical ants) in
London. September 2006 saw him compete at the International
Brotherhood of Magidans convention in London where once again
he was awarded the Geand Prix

As a spedd elfect comsultant Paul uses dosely guarded magical
principles to areate unusual theatrical effocss for theatre, TV and film,

for more information go to www.pauldabek.com

ester Mystery Plays 2008
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Kevin Heyes
Sound Design

Kevin came 10 Cwyd Theasr Cymeu in 1984 from Leeds Mayhouse to join
the Ighting and sound department. He has been designing Eghting and
sound for shows ever since, In the Anthony Hoplins Theatre and the
Emiyn Willams Theatre, as well as theatres throughowut Wales and in
Europe. He also teaches lighting and sound design at Scarborough
University College and In vavious colleges around Wales, He redesigned
the sound systems in the Anthony Hopkins Theatre and the Emiyn
Wiliams Theatre, with the latest state of the art sound equipment using
Al digitd systems. A blg part of his lfe 5 now designing firework
cisplays Al aver Wales and the North-\Vest

Some of his lighting designs ddude The Way It Was, losa's War, The
Secret. The Ballad of Megan Morgan, Mrs Warren's Profession, Owr
Country’s Good, Misalllance, and My Sister In This House.

He has now turmed s attention full time to sound and all that goes with
It Credits include: Godspell, Gulliver's Teavels. The Norman Conquests
trilogy. Hora's War, Hard Times. King Lear. Bedroom Farce,
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead. Oh What a Lovely War, The
Ballad of Megan Morgan, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. Hay
Fever, Beassed Off, Trollus and Cressida. A Streetcar Named Desire
Sugar, Present Laughter, An lnspector Calls, Beauty and the Beast.
andt Of Mice and Men

Rachel Catherall
Choreography

Rachel mained at The Hsber School of
Theatre Dance, Buckdey and Merseyside
Dance and Drama Centre, Liverpool, After
Fraduating from dance coliege, Rachel's
dancing took her all over the world, from
a magk show In Switzerluxd to culsing
the Carlbbean, Scandinavia  and
Meditermanean for Celebrity Crulse Unes,
For four yoars, Rachel performed In the
Irish Dance Sensation, Splirt of the Dance
vl has toured the whoie of the UK. the USA, Europe, Babrain, Beuned
arxd Turkey, She was the dance captain and resicent artistic director for
the Ewropean tour and was also assistant choreographer to Alan Harding,

As choreographer, her credits indude Romeo and jullet, The Four
Seasoms. A Chorus of Disapproval. Arcadia and The Cherry Orchard
directed by Terry Hands: A View from The Beidge, Hobson's Choice.
Flights of Fancy, The Way k Was, The Voyage. The Grapes of Wrath,
The Timeless Myths of the Mabinogion and A Midsumeer Night's
Dream, directed by Tim Baker, &l Jor Clwyd Theatr Cymeu: Celtic Dreams
for LM Mroductions: 10 production shows for Explosive Productions Lid
& Center Parcs, Penrithe Peter Pan. Cinderella. Aladdin and Snow
Whilte for the Sands Centre, Carlisle: Love Me Tender, jJump Jive Boogle,
West End To Broadway and Way Out West on bowd Page & Moy's
Ocean Majesty aulse ship and fred Olsen’s Boudicca cruise ship for
Mitage Shows & Moductions: Riverdance Experience for Main Feature
Mroductions: and many one night procductions and comporate events,
incuding An Audience With Paul Danlels. Rachel was aso
choreagrapher and dance consultant for st year's Barclays Spaces for
Sports Natlonal Campalgn, fronted by Darren Gough

/

Geoff Ford §

4
Set Construction

VETPREE FROJECTY 11D

The set for the Mystery plays 2008, designed by Judith Croft, was bullt by
Ceoff Ford of Set Free Mrojects Lid, Greenficid, North Wales.

Ceoff began his career in 1989, apprenticed to a jpinery comparnry. He
then enrolied] 00 A two-year stage capentry course at RADA, the Royal
Acadermy of Dramatic Arts I London, which covered all aspects of
technicd theatre. On completion of the course, Geolf was asked 10 work
with Robert Bachelor, an established scenery firm in London. Here he
worked on a number of theatre productions in the West End induding
The Rose and Fall of Little Volce. After a few years. Ceolf moved back
to North Wades 10 be dloser to Lamily and started his own company, Set
Free Projects Lidd, In 1999,

The company has buit stage sets for Owydd Theatr Cyminu, Chester
Gateway Theatre, The Liverpool Empire, Theatre Genediaethol and more
recently the Engfish National Sallet. It has also diversified 1o create
exhibition stands and conference sets

Set Free has expanded considerably In nine years and has recently
moved premises 1o a kuger 5,000 sq. ft unit, In order 10 accommocdate
the machinery acquired, Inchuding a new Computer Numerically
Controlled (CNC) cutting machine which allows for precision work

Ceoff enjoys the challengie of his work, and be and his team take pride in
& profiession which requires a high level of dedication and skil

Neil Kendall

Production
Photographer

s o nermnasonal

her based n

the Chester

ery plays S partcdany
1 00 him as he has spent

NS COCLIMENing ancient
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stival, The Green Man In Hastings and
vatch and The Carland King in Derby. Its
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& basls to Cheshire Life he has recent
ormers in Las
15 known for his friendly reportage style approach ¢

o create portraiture which capoures the moment

www.nellkendaliphotography.co.uk
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Miracle Plays?

A play that dramatises an episode from the Oid or New
Testament is called a mystery; one that dramatises the life of o
saint is a miracle.

The word *mystery” comes from the French mystére meaning
craft, and apprentices joined the quilds to learn their ‘mystery’
or craft. When the guildsmen began dromatising the Bible
stories, thelr plays thus became known as ‘mysteries”.

Simultaneously in Europe there arose the French mystére,
German Mysterienspiel, Italion sacro rappresentazione and
Spanish auto sacramental. Traces of similar plays have been
found in Denmark, Russia and states of central Europe. All such
Christian epics were in the vernacular, each containing local
variations to suit the tastes of the different oudiences.

The performance of these plays in the vernacular, loced with
wit and humour and staged on lavishly decorated waggons,
became the highlight of the Feast of Corpus Christi, later
stretching over three days at Whitsuntide.

Few town guilds in medieval Britain were able to offord such
pageantry but of those who did, original scripts survive from
only five cities, Chester’s being the most complete in existence
with a near-complete text of 24 plays.
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Mystery Pays. by

The Chester Mystery Plays Company presents

CHESTER

MYSTERY PLAYS

‘5
A performed conccr’ version of
The 2008 Chester Mystery Plays

Presented in the spectacular setting of The Nave of Liverpool
(Anglican) Cathedral, featuring the cast of The 2008 Cycle
of the Chester Mystery Plays, direct from the production,

Friday 10th &
Saturday 11th October 2008
Evenings at 7.30 p.m.

Tickets (Al seats unreserved] ..o crcenrnesies e e 1. 3,00
Concessions (All seass unveserved) .......o.o....... 5 11,00
Gold Premium Tickets® (Front seating) ........£30.00

*Exclustve reserved front seaing. including a Champagne
Reception pror to the pedormance. Dress: Black Tie.
Available for Smurday evening only
Liverpool Cathedral.............. 0151 70Z 7255
... www.liverpoolcathedral.org.uk
Chester Cathedral 01244 311586
v W Chestercathedral.com

Don’t miss it-
Book Today!
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e Production Team

Production Management Stwart Dornford-May

Julle Elston, Ruth Roberts, Andrew Shone
Costume Co-Ordinator Paula Budd
COStUME TEAM......covvrereererreernraene julie Roberts, Chris Mapp
Props Co-Ordinator John Townsend

Props Team Peter Burke, Chris Mapp, John Bestwick,
Charlie Bestwick. Doug Cashin, Meriel Cashin

Stage Manager Slan Lesley Phillips
Stage Crew Edward Leach, Kirsty Brawn,

Robin Cross, Shirley Cross, Natalle Diddams,
Maria Lancashire, Kriss Vickers, Amy Malone,
Debble Dickinson, joe Mann

Theatre Skilis Harry Kingham

Technical Crew Rick Armitage, Marty Wilkams,
Emir Bowen, [ohn Hardy

Production Team Chair jane Dawson

Merchandise Judy Cheeseman

Photography Neil Kendall, Richard Spilman

Programme Co-ordination  Vanda Hargen, Nick Sample

Artist-In-Residence Tony Lewery

Friends Co-Ordinator Vanda Hargen

Press and Marketing Team - Chalrman Jane Dawson

Marketing Manager julia Edwards

Friends Co-Ordinator Vanda Hargen

Press Officers Elanor Fern, Jo Henwood, Elleen Onr

Special Thanks

The staff of Chester The staff of Chester City Coundl,

Cathedral, espedally: espedally:

lan Atkinson, Nick Fry, Alison Kelly, David Serjup

Chris Walton, Steve Nicolson, Gerald Tattum, Mike Dix

Martin Whicty, David Perkins,

Kath Skempton David Bennett

B&Q Chester Oliver & Co.

Crossley Garden Bulldings Jackson Fire

Roman Tours Weatherwise (Special Projects) Led.

Chester City Parking Services f

Michael Hetherington

Stephen Roberts =

Rentokd! Inital WEATHERWISE

john Bestwick James Fisher Defence Ltd.

Charlie Bestwick Site Profites

Kay Robinson Darts of Chester

Dee & Alyn Glibert & Sulllvan  Salnsburys, Chester

Perception Theatre Costumes  The Earth Collection

Penclope Fairclough www.wildSoraldesigns.co.uk
www.screenchester.co.uk

Chester Grosvenor Museum

The Chester Chronicle

Bunbury Water Mill for the donation of flour for The Last Supper.
Gerry, Margaret, Sam & Vanessa Card for the beast of the Antichrist.
Bran Haresnape for turning and donating wooden goblets.

The teams below are made up of volunteers - without their
invaluable help the Chester Mystery Plays could not be produced.

Front-of-House Team

MANAGER Sybil Elliott
Peter Tliston Adrienne Elloy
BAR MANAGERS Maria § lamies
Kay Robinson Tim Holmes
Jackie Kentish
john Bestwick
Peter baliey john Morris-Best
Maureen & john Richards
HELPERS Susanne & Jeremy Ropes
Ann Ashton Maureen Sands
Ron Barthem Audrey Sicddall
Pam Bleasclale Katie Sykes
june Brady Kevin Sykes
john Burke Rachel & Basil Thompson
Claire Chatterton Anne Tilston
Paul Crofts Sue & John Townsend
Shirley Cross Inger Trevor-Barnston
Stephen Cross Wendy Tudoe-Morgan
Maureen Crudge Jir Williams
Ruth Davidson Maureen & Peter Willlams
judy Done Edwina Zacharas
Costume Makers
Wyn Prentice Elleen Fantom
Ann Lewis Gilllan Morris
Margaret Quarterman Melanle Sinclair
Ronno Griffiths Elsie Scott
Carol Rannard Brenda Topping
Ellcen Holliwell Susie Hingston
Hazel Barber Annc-Marie Macfadyen
Rosamond Pect Frances Gill
Ceri Lloyd-Jones Bridie Przibram
Cathy Preedy

Our Thanks to...

The Runcorn Mencap group for the Planets,

The Cathedral Sunday Group, and the visitors to the
Grosvenor Museum for the big animals.

Thanks also to: the 220 children who have worked with
the Grosvenor Museum in preparation for the plays:
The Arches Community Primary School, Blacon,
Eccleston Church of England Primary School,

The Firs School, Newton,

Frodsham Church of England Primary School.

The Queen's Lower School, Chester.

The Rofft School in Marford,

Upton High School.

St Clare's Catholic Primary School in Lache.

The Little Thespians theatre group (Christleton and Wirral),

Tattenhall Park Primary School who have made minisets for
the exhibitions.

Chester Mystery Plays 2008




Backeround Info...

All the Mirth of the Majesty is Magnified in Me

British poetry has frequently employed repeated consonants (alliteration) for emphasis and emoticnal
impact. We think of Hopkins' “rook-racked. river-rounded™ Oxford, of Yeats” "bee-loud glade”™ anxd
Dylan Thomas™ “bible-black righv”

Listen, as you watch The Chester Mysteries, for some mermorable examples

In Creation and Fall God Is
“Prince pencipal. proved In my perpetual providence”™ and “God gradlous and glodous”

In The Nativity the emperor Octavius calls himsed!

"Provex Frince. most of power™ and talks of “Leading lordship, lovely law”

In The Shepherds Hankyn begins

“Under the bushes myy bilket | build From the stif storms my sheep to shisdd.”

finally, thwarted by jesus in The Temptation, Ludifer invites his servants to an eternity of “burning bliss”™
- a delightful prospect for masachisss, perhaps!

Octavius, alias the Emperor Augustus

A dominant chasacter in The Nathvity is Octavius, whose decision to hold a census Ixings Mary and
Joseph 10 Bethlehem. Named by Julius Caesar a8 his hele, Octavius had  earlier defeated Cleopatra and
her lover Mark Anvony In a huge sea battle, and appointed himsell the very first Roman Emperor, con-
trolling 60 legions andd tringing  peace 1o an empire that stretched from the Atlantc to the Euphrates
During his reign Jesus Qirist was born in an obscure Roman provinde called judaea. In contrast o the
rest of the Lastern Empire. the jews refused 1o worship the Emperor of Rome

The nders of Rome had always consuited the prophetic Books of the Sibnyd at times of national orisis. So
mecieval legend had it that the mystic Sibyl brought Augustus 1o recognise jesus Christ as the true ruler
of the workd, In The Nativity Cobbet mentions, &8 proof of this, the church of Santa Marda In Az Coell,
which <8l stands proudly above the ancdient Forum in Rome. Michelangedo placed the Sibyl next to the
great Hebrew prophet Balsh on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel

While Jesurs wars In his teens Augustus died, leawing the Emplee to his stepson Tiberius. Jesas taught andd
died while Tibertus' appontee, Pontius Mate, was governce of jJudaea,

In reality several Roman emperoes, notably Nero and Diodetian, persecused Christlans, But the peaxce
which Augustus brought, and the lack of any borders, helped Christlanity to speead rapicly, In AD 312
the emperce Constangine made Christaniny the officlal faith of Rome

Nine Orders of Angels
Those new to medieval theology may find the opening scene of Creation puzzling

“Lord, in grace andd might that has us wrought™ sing the angels, and proceed to introduce themselves
oNe orger at A time.

Here are the nine orders, in descending order of rank:

The god-loving, six-winged Seraphim, meaning, in Hebrew, “laming”.
The many-eyed Cherubim, whose name means “effusion of wisdom™,
The Thrones, who pour out God's justice upon earthly judges.

The Dominions, who teach men o subdue desires and resist temptation
The Virtues, who inspire men 10 heal and train them in patience

The Powers, o calied because they have power over the devil

The Mrincipalities rule the lower angels and raise worthy men (o power.
The Archangels. such as Michael and Gabriel, are heralds of good news
The Angels are closest to man, and are appointed to guard each bediever,

LEWh -
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“The Mystery Plays tapestry quilt by B.). Elvgren

Memories of ‘03

One evening in the 2003 Cycle, during the
Last Supper, it was discovered too late that
the Passover Breod hod been left in the

Kaleyard cor pork. In desperation, Stage
Manager Sian Lesley Phillips substituted o
green and mildewed loof dating bock to the
Dress Rehearsal, jesus tried voliontly to breok
it into portions, foiled, and possed it to Peter
the Rock to see if he could do better! The
disciples’ self-control wos tested to the Emit.

Seeing Pedro heading off to explore the
streets of Chester, on actor remarked, “Tell
thot donkey he's onin ten minutes.”

One Thursday evening ot precisely 7.05 pm o
lightning strike simultaneously stopped the
clock on Chester Town Holl ond struck the
steel scoffolding which supported the set.
The cast voted unanimously to continue with
the performance, but to ovoid touching
anything metoliic!

Cestrian octor Nick Fry - oppearing in this
year's Cycle as Herod - hos gone from one
extreme to the other, having previously
played the parts of Pilate, God, Lucifer, and
Herod (twice). “H landed up as a disciple in the
Last Supper in my first yeor owing to the foct
I worked ot the Cathedrol. The Dean directed
it and the cast wos draown from members of
the dergy in Cheshire. However, they were
one disciple short so | wos drofted in on the
grounds thot | wore a cassock for work so
thot made everything alright.

It poured with roin ot the dress rehearsal ond
I remember one eminent churchmen wearing
@ Tesco corrier bag as o rain hat!

Playing God was an interesting experience -
it's very stronge when people introduce you
to others with the words “He's God, you
know™. And it can also lead to delusions of
grondeur, such as *I'm sorry | can't stay and
chat, but I've got to go and create the
world,..l®

\Bjcomnuuhuwockotherswdiolnv-gmus&

Artist BJ Elvgren's charming focus on Chester Mystery Plays ond the city itself mode the top-
estry a US national prize-winner before the Chester Mystery Plays company acquired it to
present to Chester Cathedral in 1997, since when it has been seen by thousands of people.

hmm«dommmmmmmmummwmﬁm
performed, and close to the site where the plays are stoged today, this striking exhibit makes
cnmmmdmdhmmmeMMWA
postcard of the tapestry bacome a best-seller in the cathedral shop,




Exhibition

Chester Mystery Plays
Special Exhibition at the
Grosvenor Museum

21st June - 31st August 2008

If you're reading this programme, then you've probably
already experienced the 2008 Chester Mystery Plays. Now,
why not come and discover the history behind them?
Exploring the history of the Mysteries, you can learn more
about Chester Guilds, their role in the plays and get a feel for
how Chester would have looked when they were first
produced. You will be able to see ephemera from the 20th
century revival, costumes, models of the 2008 set and images
from this year's rehearsal. Most importantly you will get a
rare opportunity to see some of the original manuscripts of
the plays produced and preserved by the Guilds.

c Staging a new.
j vision of [gr
« (%75 the city's

= old mystcries in 1982.
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Above: A cstting hom the 28t May 1982 edition of
e Ohester Observer Robin Coddond played Jeses
Ovist (op sl and Camenr Mysiery Mays Ol
o Syves played Mary Magdalene (above, 2rd left)

Behind Sacred Doors...
the Life and Times of
Chester Cathedral
Special Exhibition at the
Grosvenor Museum

Sth July - 21st September 2008

As the Mysteries are this year once again played out on
Chester’s Cathedral Green, come and discover more about
this fobulous building and the monks who once lived and
worked there,

Toking you on a 'tour’ through the building, using reconstruc-
tions, objects, paintings and photographs, you will uncover its
history. The Chapter House and Cloisters that have left o
legacy of magnificent manuscripts. The Refectory where the
monks would eat in silence whilst readings were made to
them from on high, the beautiful building, with its carvings
and inscriptions and, of course, the shrine of St Werburgh,
Chester’s patron saint.

chester
summer

19-25 ]uly 2008
Celebrate music in Chester's magical historic
settings - enjoy exciting, innovative music
programmes, late night concerts and a vibrant
festival hub. The line up of artists includes
Alfie Boe, Kathryn Stott and an electrifying

new commission by John Harle conducted by
Vasily Petrenko and the RLPO.

www.chesterfestivals.co.uk/music
To request a brochure or book call 01244 304618

Where the page meets

the stage in 0
celebrations of the /55
written and the | 76;,(
spoken word. Y&/ //
From 6th-24th October | )
2008, the 20th Chester |
Literature Festival will
combine celebrity

guests with local events,
aiming to intrigue, inform
and entertain with its
programme of thought-
provoking talks, readings,

theatre, workshops and
book signings.

www.chesterfestivals.co.uk/literature
Box Office 01244 3040618.
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Study for a Masters in the historic Roman City of Chester

Mastor of Scienco Degrees in; Cardiovascular Rohabditation, Weight Managomaent. Exorcise 8 Nutrition Science

MSc Exercise & Nutrition Science

« Paysiclogy & Phywcal Parfcrmance
Beochemsmntry of Matabo
Dwtary Approaches 0 Weighnt Management
Eswctine & Wegh! Mansgement
Exervse, Nutron & Ageng

* Exorcne & Mook
Nutnon Heath & Dsease

 Sports Nutrdion
Resaarch Maods 2 Data Anatyws
12,000 werg Mastars Thesn
I aught 2 years part-tima in Det

Theee grafsitsiciw derabanrat digee p ojimronas /% dou sin ot

ot 0

MSc Cardiovascular Rehabilitation

+ GV Dacoses. sk Factons investgaton &
Trastmen's
CV Anatomy & Exercise Physology
Nutnition & CV Dasesses

+ CVR Peychology
Cincal Exercne Tosting & Proscrption
Programme Planning & Maragement
Rassarch Methods & Deta Acwlyss

word Masien Thess

MSc Weight Management

Oowaity Egsderac - @ global pulidc &
Assesament of Overweight & ODbesit
Dwtary Apprasches 10 Winght Nanagerment
Exorcoe & Woght Managemen
Ressacch memods & Data Aralyus
Pharmacothetapy Surgery, Supplaments &
Absrrative Methods
Behaviow Moascation in Yseigh! Vanagemeant
Chiddnood Obestty
Hoalth Promoten
« 15000 word Mastary Thesn

Special Exhibitions at the Grosvenor Museum




Tony Lewery was born in 1941 and was brought up
ond educated in Brighton, Sussex, although he and
his wife Mary have lived in the North West of
Englond since the 1960s. He troined initially as a

Merchandise

For this production we have a wide range of
merchandise andd most items have been
sourced locally. Al items carry our yellow sun
logo except the raln ponchos - which will not

be needed this year! There are reduced prices

painter at Brighton Art College but has eomed his
for all purchases macle by Friends.

living with o wide ronge of proctical trodes that
include carpentry, sculpture, museum design, mural
painting and signwriting, Since 1980 he hos worked
extensively os a theatre designer and props maker,

usually on large scale outdoor events, and was a core
member of the performance arts company Welfore
State International for @ number of years, He was the co-ordinating designer for
the Chester Mystery Plays in 1987 and 1992 and created a spectoculor pageant
cart for them in 2000, He continues to
work occasionally in this field with the
Wren Community Arts Company in
Devon and with the D.C.Events
Theotre Company in Newcastle on
Tyne

In parallel with this theatre work Tony
has pursued o deep interest in the
history and practise of folk and
popular art in Britain, He has written
four books and numerous articles on the subject and continues to research and

document the vernacular arts, with a particular concentration on those of the
inland waterways. He serves as o
trustee of the National Waterways
Museum at Ellesmere Port and is well
known as a specialist signwriter and
decorator of the traditional norrow
boats of the Englich canals. His most
recent book is Flowers Afloat, o
detailed study of the folk art of the
canal boat people.

Since retirement Tony hos been fem Coton
concentrating on a return to painting and drawing and hopes to develop his skills Adult sweatshirt black or blue
as an all round artist and sculptor. : Adult T shirt blue or red £9
\ ‘ ' Child sweatshirt black or blue £11
: Child T shirt blue or red £6
) Water bottie blue, black orred  £5
i T-towel white £5
: Bags blue £6
N 4 Rain poncho Blue or red £5
Pens black £1
Pencils yellow or blue  £0.50
Mugs black 56
~ > Umbrellas £Priceless!

Adult sizes: Small, Medium, Large & Extra Large
Child: ages 1/2. 3/4, 5/6, 7/8.9/10, 11/12

All items available here today, or alternatively
please contact  judy Cheeseman, Chester
Mystery Plays” Meschandising  Co-ordinator,
either on 01244 6788606 or by emall to:
judiy@cheeseco. net.

Payment by cash or cheque, made payable to
" ‘Chester Mystery Mays.'
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Did you know?

The Noah's Flood play in 1997 involved 200
people - ot the time the largest cost ever
cssembled for one ploy in the history of the
Chester cycle.

Princess Margaret attended the Plays in
both 1962 and 1977 (below), whilst Prince
Edward attended the 2003 production.

Original texts of the Chester cycle are held
by the British Librory, the Bodleion Librory
ond the Huntington Library in Cokfomnia,
One play is in the National Library of Wales
ot Aberystwyth, The City of Chester olso
possesses one original text, The Scourging
of Christ.

Making European theatre history In 1997,
Finnish droma students from Helsinki and
Turku were the first group in the history of
Chester Mystery Plays to take part from
outside the region. In a cultural exchange
programme with Chester College (now the
University of Chester), they staged The
Resurrection, directed by Kirsi Huotari,

The 1977 production, under the direction of
Peter Dornford-May, cost o then-colossal
£14,000 to stoge, including £2,500 spent on
the construction of the covered stand, and o
further £2,000 on the lighting. Although
two grants were received, they amounted
to just £600. Ten years before, when the full
cycle had last been performed, the cost had
been less than holf of the 1977 figure...
Thirty-one years later, the initiol budget
proposed for this stoging year's cycle wos
clmost €400,000 - 28,5 times the 1977

omount!

From the 2003

How things change...
production, Mr and Mrs Noch have become
shepherds, Lucifer has reformed into both
Joseph and Caiophas, Gobbet is now the
Antichrist, Cod is now o0 mere King (Herod),
while Isaac is now Young Jesus...

%

| was a Midsummer Mummer!

Sarah Everitt, now o high school teacher and
business training consultant in Tokyo, recollects
her experience of taking part in the Mysteries,

“In 1987 | was a 15-year-old schoolgirl who was
‘plucked’ from the cast of a school production of
“The Wizard Of Oz" at St Mary's College,
Wallasey, by a rather eccentric and fabulous
teacher, Mr. Berriman. He ran a medieval theatre
group with Alan Hamilton called the Makeshift
Mummers and they needed a 'Mary' for their
contribution to Chester Mystery Plays, which
was The Magi and the Innocents play.

So they asked me, and from then on | seemed to
spend the whole summer with them, o happy
makeshift band of teachers, artists and aspiring
actors, As Mary, | rode a donkey through the middie of Chester while evryone sang
ond carried torches throughout the evening. It was a magical experience | will never
forget, not just for the plays themselves but also for spending the summer of 1987
drinking homemade wine with such an interesting collection of people!

The plays themselves that year were nothing short of incredible. The greatest
memories | have of them are ‘God’ standing on top of pine scaffolding that was the
set - a very powerful and charismatic actor. Even more than that, there was the devil
in Revelations on the final night - an incredibly wily female careering in on a fire-
breathing vehicle that looked like it had come straight out of Mad Max. It was
amazing, really awesome.

The whole thing is such an amazing mix of dance, street performance, acting and
passion. | personally had to ride a donkey from the stage on Cathedrol Green to the
town hall, accompanied by floming torch bearers all singing Unto Us a Child is Born
- this was in July and oll the audience were following! There is something definitely
magical about that, and | appreciate it now far more than | did then!”

Formerly a regular singer at The English Martyr’s Church in Wallasey, Sarah also now
runs singing workshops in the trendy Rippongi Hills district of Tokyo for Japanese
people wha want to experience English through Cospel.

i The Friends of Chester Mystery Plays

The Friends of Chester Mystery Plays is a group which supports the event in many
ways, and always welcomes new members, Foro smoll annual fee (610 or €15 for
couple), you can enjoy a range of soclal events
exclusive to Friends, have closer contoct with
the production, be involved in Tundroising
uctivities and be personally ocknowledged in
the official programme. However octive - or
not - you wish to be, just becoming a Friend is
o good start ond helps support the
production. Membership also mokes the
perfect gift for the orts lovers on your list - it
losts all year, ond offers on inside peek into one of Britain's greatest literary and
theotricol treasures,




